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IN THE DARK.
Here in the dark I le, and watch the stars,

Almost & vapor, palpable and dense,
1n which my reom’s familiar outlines melt,
And all seems ene biack pall that folds me
‘round.
“Only & mirror glimmers through the duslk,
And on the wall o dim, uncertain sguare
Shows where a portrait bangs. Ab, éven so
Beloved faces fade into the past,
And nasught remains except aspace of lightk,
To show us where they were!
How still it seems!
The busy clock, whose telliale talk was
drowned
By Day’s uproarious voices, calls aloud,
Undaunted by the dark. the tale of Time,

o And throogh the hall its wones ring drearily,
The breeze on tiptoe scoms to troad, as though
It were afrald to arouse the drowsy leaves.
The long, dark street {s silent.  Nothing breaks
“The dream of Night, nsleep on Nature's broast.
Hark! some ons passes. On the pavement

slones
Each stealthy step give backamuffied sound,
Till the [ast footfall seems in distance drowned.
So Death might pass, bent on his mission dark,
Adown the stient street, and none might know
What hour he passed, and what he bore away.
Ab, sadder thought! So Life goes, unawares,
Silent and swift, and resolutely on,
While the dumb world lies folded in the gloom,
Unconscivas and unearing in its sleep.
And towurds the west the stars, all silently,
Like giulden sands in God's great hour-glass,
glide
And fall into the nether erystal globe,
Murking the flight of Life and Death and Tims.
—Aibion Mary Fellowa, in Current,
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JAILED IN JAPAN.

The Horrors of Life in a Cage In
Tokio.

A Political Prisoner's Experience—Unforto-
nates Crowded Into Small Pens—Brua-
talities Practiced by Prison- Keepers
—The Systemn s Disgrace.

Tatui Baba, a Japancse now visiting
this country, writes to the Washington
Star the following aceount of his recent
experience in a Toklo prison:

“The Japanese Government has,dur-
ing the last ten years, been introducing
many superficinl elements of European
civilization, such as dress, dancing,
etc., but more fundamental reforms
necessury to the welfare of thirty-seven
million of people ave entirely neglected.
One of the matters requiring reform is
the Japancse prison system. I was
put in the Japanese prison at the end
of December, 1885, and kept there un-
der the suspicion of a political offense
for six months without any public trial.
When a public trial eame the public
prosecutor could produce nothing
worthy of notice and I was set free.
My arrest came sbout in the following
way:

**At the time I intended to come to
this country, and went to Yokohama,
where the Pacific Mail steamships start
for San Fyancisco, to make inguiry
about the voyage. I madeseveral pur-
chuses as part of the preparations for
my journey. I was with another young
Japanese gentlemun. We passed near
a shop kept by an Englishman for the
sale of dynamite. We concluded to go
in and see the dynamite simply to sat-
isfy our curiosity. We went in and

“stated that we wanted to see the dyna-
mite. We were told that the man had
no dynamite in the shop, as it was kept

" in a warehouse, and that consequently
he could not show it to us. Bo we left
theshop. But the Government spies
Turking sbout there gave information
to the Japanese Government to the ef-
fect that I had made a contract for the
purchase of dynamite. The Japanese
Government, alwayssuspicious of those
who criticise their policy, immediately
arrested me and my friend without any
further investigation.

**At first I was brought before Keibu,
or three constables, and asked several
uscless questions, such as ‘Who are
your friends?' *Whom do you know?'
etc. I wans kept in a temporary prison
for ten days and sent to the main pris-
on in Kajibashi.

**This prison is situated in n central
place of the capital, Tokio, and is un-
der the direct control of the Minister
of the Interior. The building is two
stories high and made in the shape of
a cross.  In cach story there ave forty
cages, making eighty in all. Each is
nine feet square. The Japanese Gov-
crmment manages to keep mauy pris-
oners in this prison for two or three
years without any publie trial. Each
cage gencrally contains ten or eleven
prisoners, who eat and sleep in this
small box. Or, perhaps, it is better to
say the prisoners try to sleep, heaped
up one over another. There are always
from eight hundred to nine hundred
prisoners kept in this way. Many be-
come sick and some die. I have seen
two of the prisoners die within six
months. But I am surprised that con-
sidering the bad sanitary system, want
ol exercise, bad food and drink, ete.,
s0 few die. Iam told more prisoners
die after they come out of the prison,
where they are sustained by a sort of
exvitement.

“The ontside of each uage is pro-
tected by a strong wooden {frame.
The frame itself becomes a door to let
the prisoners in or out. The side
facing the yards has a large window,
protected with an iron frame. of which
the door must not be closed without
the permission of the officiala, even in
the severest winter nightt Thusitisa
common occurrence that prisoners <re
found covered with snow. At the cul-
ner of this cage. a small tub, contain-
ing water for the purpose of drinking
and washing, is placed beside two
wooden vessels for sewerage purposes.
The water isimpure as well as filthy.

:

The food furnished to the prisoners

consists of a small quantity of A mix-
ture of rice and oats, about a gunarter
of a pound served sometimes with three
pieces of pickle, or with boiled vege-
tables.  Althongh they give meal
three times a day, the quan-
tity is so small that the prisoners
become ns thin as skeletons.™ There
is an arrangement made which is sup-
posed to be for the benefit of the pris-
oners. The friends of the prisoners
are permitted to send a quarter of a
pound of meat once a day, but several
absurd formalities must be gone
through with before a prisoner can get
this meat. Generally the meat Is sent
away if one makes a very slight error,
such as failing to mention the particular
prisoner’s name, or his place of resi-
dence, or the date of his arrest. The
most of the prisoners have no mesns of
communicating with their friends
When they are arrested the Govern-
ment spy or police tell them they need
not bring any money with them, as
they will be sent back to their homes
in & few minutes. When they go to
the prison they are kept there six
months at least. During this time, if
they have any money to pay postage,
they are permitted to send their letters,
but if they have no money no letter
ean be sent at public expense. They
are never permitted to see their friends
until the judge of a secret examina-
tion makes up his mind to send a pris-
oner to the court of public trial.

“The secret examination lasts one
year, nnd sometimes three. Even
when the judge of a secret examination
decides to send the case to a public
trial the prisoner can not write to his
friends unless he has money. So, in
many cases, he can not obtain the help
of a lawyer. Thus it is a farce to say
that the Japanese Government gives a
fair chance to prisoners to defend
themselves before the court of justice.
The prisoners are deprived of means of
obtaining legal advice. When theyare
permitted to see their lawyers they
have to see them in the presence of
two officials, sitting between them.
The prisoner is not permitted to speak
to his lawyer in a confidential manner.

““As to the clothing of the
prisoners, the regulations are most
cruel. Even in severe winter the pris-
oners are not permitted to wear draw-
ers or socks, and are compelled to walk
in nuked feet, with thin straw sandals.
Prison clothing is lent to those who
come to the prison during summer, and
who have no means to communicate
with their friends to have them send
them clothing for winter. But it is a
thin gown, made of cotton, and each
prisoner is given only one. Three of
these gowns are not enongh to protect
the wearer from cold. There being no
heating arrangements, the prison is
simply freezing. The poor prisoners
are in & most missrable condition dur-
ing the winter. Itis but natural that
prisoners who have a supply of cloth-
ing should take pity on their less fortu-
nate fellows and give or lend them
clothing. But if they do they are se-
verely punished, as it is against the
regulations of the prison for prisoners
to lend their property to one another.
Two blankets are suopplied to each
prisoner for use as bed-clothing, but
during the daytime they can not be
used in any way to keep the prisoners
warm. The prisoners are compelled to
sit on mats, but if they place the blan-
kets on the mata and sit upon them,
they are punished and the blankets
taken from them. They are not per-
mitted to write or do any thing to pass
away the time. No writing material is
allowed in a cage. 1f a piece of pencil
is found on the person of u prisoner he
is severely punished. Whenever per-
mission to write a letter is given a pris-
oner, he is taken out of his cage to a
room, where he is allowed the use of
paper and ink. Books used to be sup-
plied, but they are no longer allowed.
But the books, even whon they were
supplied, were the books on the Chinese
morality, such as the Book of Con-
fucius, and were scarcely interesting to
any reader. Histories, scientific or
philosophical works were not allowed.
It is senrcely possible to keep prisoners
from attempting to do something to
pass away the time. Some try to make
network from the paper allowed them
for writing letters, but as soon as they
arve found out the paper is taken away
and the prisoners are punished.

“The punishment is what is called
shokubatsu, or the punishment of food.
The food of prisoners is generally re-
duced to one-third, and the term of
punishment lasts from one to two weeks.
Food 15 given in small quantity ordi-
narily, but when a man is subjected to
this punishment it is simply starvation.
If it lasts three days the prisoner can
searcely walk. Thus, when a prisoner
is to be punished for more than u week
it is impos=ible to carry out the sen-
tence without starving him to death.
So, in case of one week's punishment,
the ordinary quantity of food is given
one day during the week, and the pun-
ishment is carried out in eight days.
This punishment is inflicted for slight
offenses. 1 know one case of a young
man or boy of eighteen years who was
kept in the prison two years. Think-
ing to avail himself of his time to learn
arithmetic, he made a caleulating in-
strument out of paper and rice which
he saved from his scanty food. But
one day he was found out by his
prison-kecpers and puonished with
shokubatsu. The keepers are general-
Iy walking stealthily about before the
cages in order to catch prisoners vio-
lating the rvegulations. In cases of
illness there are doctors who will see
the prisoners. Whenever a prisoner
goes to the doctor's, the rule of these
doctors is to say that the prisoners eat
toa much, and that thin groel must be
given. So the rs, for fear of

being starved with weak rice gruel,
conceal their illness until they are dan-

gerously sick. When it is & fever that
might infect the other prisoners in the
same cage, the prisoners petition the
Governor to send the sick prisoner to
the prison lospital. Sometimes the
petition is granted, and the prisoner is
sent to the prison hospital.

*But the prison hospital is no better
than the ordinary cages, and is fre-
quently worse, for many sick persons
are crowded ipto a small space. Some
dying prisoness groan throughout the
whole night. I was kept in this prison
hospitul several weeks. In the same
cage there was a mad old man, who
was arrested by the Japanese author-
ities on suspicion of being an
incendiary, as he was standing with a
match in his hand among dirt heaped
up in a narrow Iane in Tokio. He used
to ery outall night, disturbing the other
prisoners. In the cage next to mine
there was another prisoner, who was
kept there for three years, and who
died, groaning all night. An insane
prisoner never becomes well in this
hospital, becaunse the keepers tease him
a% a means of amusement, and use all
sorts of means to excite him.

“Bathing is permitted to prisoners
twice a month; but the bathing is one of
the dirtiest things I ever ssw. Thereis
only one bath place, a square wooden
box, about ten feet square, which is
filled with hot water. Twenty or thirty
prisoners are taken out of their cages
and are ordered to press themselves
into this box. Only ten minutes are
allowed to the prisoners to wash and
dress themselves, The water is net
changed. The first company of prison-
ers may find water not very dirty, but
after this the water issimply a mixture
of mud and dirt.

“The prison is managed by one gov-
ernor and ‘three chief keepers, who
have as subordinates about fifty under-
keepers and fifty prison servants. The
governor leaves the management of
the prison entirely to the chief keepers,
who superintend the prisons. They
wear a uniform and sword and go
around the prison. Under-keepers
carry out the orders of the chief keep-
ers, and wear swords also. But the
prison servants attend to the humbler
duties, such as distributing fooll carry-
ing clothing, ete. Night-watching is
done by the under-keepers and prison
servants. The treatment of pesoners
in general is most cruel, and these
keepers are always ready to show their
petty authority. I know one young
man who was beaten and kicked be-
ennse he said, in speaking to one of
the keepers, ““You misunderstand me.””
It is impossible for these keepers to
misunderstand any thing, and thus the
expression was one of contempt for the
officers.

“The Japanese anthorities do notun-
derstand the distinetion between polit-
ical offenders and common offenders.
Political offenders are kept in the same
cage with thievesand murderers. They
have scarcely any exercise, They are,
at rave interwals, allowed to walk
about in a narrow yard for ten or fif-
teen minutes. From time to time they
are taken from their cages to be exam- 1
ined in n secret court. But whenever
they are taken there their hands are
put in iroms and tied with a strong
rope, the end of which is held by prison
gervants. No exception is made even
in the case of a little boy or a feebleold
man. The prisoners are subjected to
many brutalities and annoyances. The
authorities place every obstacle in the
way of justice to the prisoners. It
takes one or two weeks for a lester to
go from n prisoner to a friend of a pris-
oner living at the distance only of &
few minutes’ walk from the prison. The
letter must be examined by the gov-
ernor of the prison, the chief keepers,
the judgeof the seeret court, the public
prosecutor and others before it is sent
out of the prison. The present Japan-
ese Cabinet hope to obtuin the confi-
dence of the European Powers by in-
troducing European dancing, changing
women's dress and in other superficial
ways aping the European civilization.
So long, however, as such a disgrace as
the present prison system exists ia
Japan no civilized Government ought
to have any confidence in the sincerity
of Japuness reforms.™

A Happy Blind Man.

ame blind are proverbially more
cheerful, more gentle, more human,
80 to speak, than people deprived in
other ways of normal senses and sensi-
bilities. Watching the boys as they
reeled off their geometry exercises the
historian's memory took up the
thought of a blind playmate eof his
childhood, the cheeriest, chirkest,
jolliest boy you ever saw. Ned could
whistle louder, spin a top longer,
and climb a fence quicker than
any boy in that country school. His
merry temper and peaceful look grew
with his years. A few years ago the
historian met him again in a small
book store owned by the blind man in
s country village. He knew all of his
little stock by the touch, and his clerk
reads to him continually between cus-
tomers.

“Well,” was the greeting of his oid
friend, I see you are taking life as
bravely as ever."

“0, yes,'”" said the other, with a
smile of peace that no reasonable angel
wight disdain to wear; *0O. yes. The
longer I'm bhnd the better I like it.”’
—Boston Record.

—A young woman in Sheffield, Eng-
land, was Iately so highly amused at
the predicament into which a neighbor
got that she broke into a fit of langhter
which continued until she fell to the
floor unconsciors, and died in a shorg
time. Her neighbor's predicament is
not stated, but we suspect that she ar-
tempted to get into a hammock that

was suspended too bigh.—Norristown
Herald.
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J ot Baa ‘.""llm
Living in New Jersey.
In the range known as the Closter

Moun in . N J..
lives o tribe of RagIRrIpLE Rave 16

the denizens of the Dadli-
wicks as the “Jackson Whitea" Be
far as can be ascertsined these people
have 16 other nambe, and as to its de-
rivation even the oldestinhabitant kens
not. The home of the tribe is in the
densest part of the mountasins and
within a short walk of Englewood, and
for the precarious existence they enjoy
the Jackson Whites forage liberully on
the farmers.

The Jackson Whites are for the most
part undersized, and their complexion
is 8 eross between that of a last year's
dishclout and that of & mauve mule
They have banjo-head features, queer
eyes and hair that might be like that
of the Caucasian if it conld be intro-

duced tv & ecomb. They speak
fair English and good ‘‘Jersey
Duteh,” and semi-occasionally pay

their debts, In their season blackber-
ries, whortleberries, wild strawberries
and other fruit are the principal arti-
cles of commerce of Jackson White.
In the winter time he becomes a hunts-
man, and rabbits and squirrels are his
special game. These are disposed of
for their value in lignor, and when he
ean’t get squirrels or rabbits he raises
chickens by vandalizing the nearest
poultry-yurds. Once in a while a
Jackson White so far forgets himsell
as to work a little. He is a firm be-
liever in woman’s rights, however, and
will never permit himmself to be s0 un-
gallant as to work if any of his wives
are about. In the harvest season the
women of the tribe can be seen en-
guged in the hay, oat, corn, rye, buck-
wheat, pea, tomato. turnip or potato
fields of Bergen County, while their male
friends hold down the top-rails of the
adjoining fences earnestly awaiting the
arrival of pay-day. Then they visit
the nearest village inn, and men and
women alike flock about the bars. In
many cases the women can outdrink
the men.

By climbing the mountain high over
a half-trodden path and through brake,
briar, bush and bramble, an abode that
resembles n dog-house, with an invert-
ed coul-shute atop, was finnlly reached.
Gentle knocks, and the accommodat-
ing and hospitable, door tumbles in-
ward and discloses the contents of the
rams=hackle habitation. It swarms
with dogs of all sizes and descriptions.
The animals having been quieted by a
rough voice, the proprietor of the
voice emerges from his kennel.

“Well, watcher want?'' comes from
a yellow-visaged individual, who Lus
not enough clothing on to wad a gun.
The writer produced his bottle and
this served as the best introduction.
The Jackson White became friendly
and offered to pilot the visitor through
the yillage, or, rather, shantyage. A
peep inside his hut discovered three
women and at least a dozen children

in all degrees of age, size, dirt and de- |

collete.

“All your family?"" was asked.

He misinterpreted the gquestion.
*Not nll,"" he said, “two of em’s down
in the willage washin'."

“Your sisters, or daughters?"’

“Hamph! my wimmen—them three’
—pointing to the adults. *““T’other’s
my kids."

“How many wives have yon?"

“Five now this summer, so far; "I
mebbe have mo’, mebbe less, fo' sum-
mer’'s over.”

At this point a half-nude girl, proba-
bly fifteen years of age, came out.

**She your wife?"’

“Nixey. Darter!"

The young woman, who, with a lit-
tle soap, might have been decidedly
pretty, was nursing a little one.

“Not 'xactly mar'd,” said the Jack-
son White, **but lives with a feller
down the slope. He's got mo'n he
wants now. He'll take her back agin'
when he gets tired of t'others.”

“Arve all the men as well fixed for
families as you?"’

“Some's good, some wuss.”’

<How do you support them?"

He looked as if he pitied the in-
quirer's unsophisticatedness.

“They wuck. I hain’t got time."

*What do you do?"

«Sometimes hunt, sometimes
sometimes loaf."

“Which do you like best?'"

*Oh, I take it as it come. Hain't
pertickler!"”

As pear as could be judged. there
were about two hundred people in
the settlement, and all this within
twenty-five miles of New York. —N. ¥,
Worid.

"
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A Mighty Pleasant Time.

«I have spent a most delightful even-
ing, Miss Breezy,”” remarked young
Mr. Waldo, of Boston, who is in Chi-
cago on business. “To a gentleman
far sway from homg an hour or two
such as I have just passed is peculiarly
grateful and refreshing.™

“Thanks, awfully,” responded Miss
Breezy.

**As it is quite early,” went on Mr.
Waldo, “I would be very glad if you
and your mother would go with me for
a dish of ive cream.™

“Thanks,” said the young Ilady,
brightly. *I presume mamma is agree-
able, and as for myself, Mr. Waldo, my
mouth is always wide open for that
sort of thing.—N. ¥. Sun.

—Smyth—*De Forest, old fellow,
you look melancholy.” « De Forest—
“That's just the way I feel. My ease
is * hopeless.”  Smyth — **Adybody
trifling with your affections?”™ De
Forest—“Yes, my dreams are haunted
every night by a face I saw in & sosp
sd.""—New Haven News.- < 4

Tield.,

The buekwheat crop esn not be stored
as other crops can on account of the
us natore of the grain, its

dark eolor, its shape and its moisture.
All these combined cause it to oxidize
rapidly and to generate considerable
heat. All dark-colored porous sub-
stances containing carbon have this
property of sbsorbing oxyen, in which
process heat is produced. Charcoal,
for instance, will absorb so much oxy-
gen as to ignite; oily rags, or waste
and shavings will, as is well known,
take fire and burn by this spontaneous
combustion caused by the absorption
of oxygen. It isworse still when buck-
wheat is left in the chaff and not
thrashed, even for twenty-four hours,
as the mnss will heat so much in this
time as to spoil the grain for flour or
germination. For this reason it is
necessury to thrash the buckwheat
from the field, and this necessity con-
trols the manner of harvesting. Buck-
wheat ean be cut with a self-raking
reaper, and the gavels are set up on
eund without binding, so that the straw
will dry out more thoroughly. The
whole plant is succulent and difficult
to dry, and the gavels can not be bound
for this reason. The grain hangs to
the stems by very weak pedicels, which
snap off with great ease when they are
dry; hence harvesting should be done
when the crop is somewhat damp, lest
the grum be wasted to an unprofitable
extent. The early morning, after a
cloudy night when there is a dew, is
the best time to cut this grain. This
plant has the habit of continuous
flowering until stopped by frost

There are, therefore, ripe grain,
green and immature grain, and
blossoms on it &t the same

time. The grains fill the best in the
cool weather, and so long as the frosts
are delayed the crop should stand to
fill out the grain. This peculiarity of
the erop makes it desirable to post-
pone cutting until the day before the
frost, if one could only know when
this might be, for the longer it stands
the greater the yield. A crop which
stood and grew until November in one
year when there was no frost until
then, yielded seventy-five bushels per
acre; but when frosts occur in Sep-
tember or soon after, the yield will
rarely mmount to over twenty-five or
thirty bushels to the acre. The gavels,
loosely bunched together and not
bound, nre stood up on end until the
straw is dry. The large quantity of
sap in the stems flows to the grain,
and much of the unripe grain tills and
ripens as the gavels stand in the field.
It is necessary to watch the crop, ns if
the weather is wet or cloudy it will
dry very slowly, and the thrashing
must be done carefully, as the soft,
starchy grains are easily broken, and
much waste will oceur if the thrash-
ing-machine is used, unless there is
careful management. The concave
and upper teeth of the machine should
be removed to avoid beating the grain
too much and so breaking it. A piece
of smooth plank fitted in place of the
concave will secure safe and easy
thrashing. As the grain is thrashed
it should be cleaned up and
separated from the chaff the samc
day. The grain can not be left in
a bin or even in bags safely, but should
be spread on a dry floor and turned
dnily. As the most prolitible use for
this grain is to make it iuto flour, and
the earliest flour in the market brings
the highest price, it is best to take it
to the mill and sell it or have it ground
as soon #s it is thrashed, and before it
hns had time to take a sweat, which it
does soon after thrashing, in conse-
quence of & fermentation which occurs
within it. This is a eritieal time with
this grain and should be looked for
carefully. Whenever the fermentation
occurs the grain should be thinly
sproad on a dry floor, on & dry. windy
day, and thoroughly aired. On ac-
count of its starchy character, ton, the
grain should be ground only on such u
day as this, for the flour will absorb
moisture and heat injuriously unless
this is provented. Well-muanaged buek-
wheat is a profitable crop. There is
not much labor in growing or harvest-
ing it, and it occupies the ground less
than three months. There is no better
ecrop than this to use for renovating
poor grass land, for the sod can be
turned under after the grass has been
mowed or pastured off in Jaly, and
buckwheat sown to be plowed under,
or the grass and eclover-seed msy be
sown with the buckwheat. If the crop
is plowed nder the land may be sown
with wheat or with grass and may be
sown with wheat or with grass and
clover, with some turnips mixed, and
a good eatch of grass be secured. The
best of the turnips may be pulled and
the small ones be left to shelter the
young grass through the winter, and
dying, will afford useful manure in the
spring.—N. ¥. Wilness.
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—Citron Cake.—Three cups of sugar,
one of butter, one of sweet milk. four
cups of flour, one-half teaspoonful of
soda and one of cream of tartar. Cut
up one-half pound of citren RBne and
thin and the whites of ten eges. Cream
the butter and sugar; sift the fluur and
add gradually, then the citron. Beat
the eggs until stiff and add Iast; sift the
| eream of tartar in the flour and dissolve

the soda in o little tepid water. Beat
all thoroughly before stirring in the
eggs.—Boston Budget.
—_—— -
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—A_ P. 8, an observant and very in-
telligent farmer of Kent County, Md.,

says humus, vegetable matter, is the
great need of our soils, that it is not
| necessary to buy artificial nitrogen and
that the cheap fertilizers are the best
He thinks that the old story of the

value of nitrogen is ng away, like
other mistakes that h _n-bﬁu made.
e -

Hideous itepilies and (nsects, Both Harm-
There u:- r;::y i:: of lizards
sbounding upon l.be-p::mi_v “mesan,’” o
and one can hardly move a bit of rock
without disturbing the siesta of one “or
more of these bright-eyed, inoflensive
little creatures, which would seem to
prove themselves descendantsof Eve,
for more curious bits of animal life
were never known. Thuos ecuriosity
will even overcome their natural fears,
for while writing upon a large rock two
or three came out and ventured cleat
up to the paper, tasted an .envelope,
and upon being frightened awny soon
returned to pursue their investigations,

enough, would be carried to & mther
obnoxious point. '
The horned toad is another little ani-"
mal which seems to have a fondness
for human company, and many of them
make their home under porches and
steps. They much aesemble a large
lizard, save that aronnd their necks
are a number of sharp, protruding
horns, about half an inch long and thie
same distance apart, and which give to
them a most ferocious look. They
are of a dark stone color and
perfectly harmless. There are quite
& good many centipedes, which, how-
ever, it is well to Inspect from
a distance.
runuing across m room & person is
ready to take his oath that the reptile
is not less than three feet in length,
but which, npon nectual measurcment,
would probably be about nine inches,
as that is the average length. They
are & sort of transparent brown and
have two rows of legs the entire length
of the body. They are put together in
sections and look like the bundred-
legged worms often found in Ohio
around rotten wood or under oM
boards. It is not the bite of the centi-
pede that is so poisonous, but esch end
of his numerous claws contains the
venom, and when frightened, or an
attempt is made to brush him off, every
claw is fastened into the flesh and the
poison discharged. The only way
when one gets onto any portion of the
flesh is to keep perfectly quiet until
the visitor walks off of his own account.
This, however, is a by no means ensy
thing to do, ns one at u first impulse is
very apt to make a decided endeavor
to remove the offender. This polson is .

duces an intense irritation which will
affect the whole system in the same
manner 45 the bite of a rattlesnake.

Taruntulas are to be found gnite
plenty in the mountains, and when
camping out our party had frequendy
to shoot & number in order to clear a
spot on which to spread their blankets.
This may seem small game for shoot-
ing, but a man’s revolver is
I his  handiest weapon in  this
lcmmtr_\'. These tarantulas look like
huge spiders, with legs about twe
inches long and covered with long
black hair. It is not safe to get too.
near one of these creatures, as they »
are eapable of springing into thd air
several feet and are apt o get too nenr
one for personal comfort; yet, if left
alone, they will never molest one. But
they are furions warriors among them-
selves, often fighting one another fog
several days. Their bite is poisonous,
but not dangerously so. Scorpions
are found to bLe quite plenty around
the foot-hills, and their sting is very
painful. They resemble a monstrous
flea and are very fond of erawling into
beds. Many people, aeweomers
especially, are in the habit of making a
thorough examination of their couch
before retiring, not earing to reccive
the warm reception which would be
awarded them: by these smull intrud-
ers. There is a small insect about the
size of a flen, dark brown color and
without wings, which lives in the sand
and is said to be the most polsonons of
any thing here. It is called the “In-
dian killer,” that being the only nanme
for it that can be learned. It, how-
ever, is almost unknown, and after o
residence of several months I havy
never seen but one, and that a dead
one.—Globe (A. 1. ) Cor. San Francisco
Chronicle.

ARTISTS IN CRIME. .
How the Accomplished Outlaws of Mexico
Assuult Their Vietima.

The criminal classes in Mexico are
among the most accomplished artiste
in their line to be found anywhere on
{the face of the earth, and puuwess.!
| moreover, a marvelous power of silnu-,

lating innocence, which enables them:
. to impose upon the most incredulous
They employ the latter faculty to grest
advantage in securing situations as
servants, in which capacity they find
ample scope for their genina If" you"
detect them in thieving and discharge
or punish them their vindictiveness
knows npo bounds, and they will boldly
thresten future vengeance. Nor are_
they slow in concocting schemes to
that end with sundry gentlemen of the
garrote or the stiletto, who—outwanlly
as respectable as anybody—prowl the
streets nightly in the interests of their
emplovers. The pleasant possibilities
are that some fine evening when yos
renst expeet it—perhaps as you nre re-
turning from the opers, humming a
favorite morcean, or revolving sweet
plans for love or lucre—such fancies
will be dispelled by a sudden rain of
eudgels upon your devoted bead, or,
worse yet, by the keen thrust of a nab-
aju into the back of your best claw-
hammer eoat just between the ahoul-
ders. 1f you be not killed overight
and yell for the police the chances arg
ten to one (yon being s foreigner) the
assassing will assert, in voluble Span-
ish, that you sttempted to murder
them, and the police will finish whad
they failed to sccomplish.—Cily @
Mesico Letler.

which, coulds a person keep quiet .

.
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Upun seeing the first one ~

.

never known to prove fatal, but pro- 3
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